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TreeHouse Staff *

Pam Lippert, Clinic Supervisor

*TreeHouse Wildlife Center has
one full-time staff member
paid through a grant.

All other staff are volunteers.

If you have a few hours a week to
and you would like to
become a volunteer,

please contact TreeHouse
for more information.
(The only requirement is that youfgare
at least 16 years of age,
unless accompanied by an aduly]

qpare,

For more information:
(618) 378092

TreeHouse Wildlife Center, Inc.
1825 Fosterburg Road
Brighton, lllinois 62012

www.treehousewildlifecenter.co
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TREEHOUSE WILDLIFE CENTER LITE 02010

TreeHouse Wildlife Center will undergo reorganization next year, but will
remain open on a limited basis in 2010. First of all the TreeHouse current lease will
be extended through 2010, with stipulations . We are currently following up on several
fresh opportunities concerning funds for a new building, and feel we need additional
time to check those out.

As of 2010:

TreeHouse will discontinue tours and the fall open house, but we will continue
with outreach programs and booths. The reason for this change is the fact that my
husband and | are building our retirement home on the TreeHouse property we own,
and need to decrease foot traffic as much as possible to retain a little privacy.

TreeHouse will only be accepting waterfowl (ducks, geese, swans, herons, egrets
and pelicans), and raptors (eagles, hawks, owls, falcons, and vultures). TreeHouse has
handled almost 3,600 raptors over the past 30 years, so our plate will still remain quite
full.

Mammals will not be accepted at this time until further notice. These changes
are a result of the rapidly deteriorating state of the current hospital building, the
increase in the number of animals admitted, and rising operational costs. Our payroll
grant was reduced this year so we Gtime, ardawd
part -time employees to just one full -time person. Additionally, even our down -sized
payroll grant may be in jeopardy for 2010.

If you encounter a wild mammal who is orphaned or injured, please call
another area licensed wildlife rehabilitator. For a list of rehabilitators, call the lllinois
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR), Region IV office at 618 -462-1181; or check
their web site at: www.dnr.state.il.us. Click on the Law Enforcement link, go to the
bottom of the page and click on Licensed Wildlife Rehabilitators, which are listed by
county.

We must emphasize that TreeHouse will be open in 2010 with quality care for
raptors and waterfowl, as well as updates for our members through our semi  -annual
newsletter, TreeHouse Droppings.

Thank you for your support for these past 30 years. It was only through your
donations that have kept us operational, and will keep us going, for 2010 and beyond.

Adele Moore, Co-founder
TreeHouse Wildlife Center
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FROM THE PRESIDENT by Lynn Schreiber
Into the New Year, A Request for Help

It has been five years since TreeHouse began its quest to find a new home.
Despite the chaos associated with seeking funding opportunities, promoting
media coverage and doing fundraisers, TreeHouse itself remains a constant.
The center strives to fulfill its mission to rehabilitate orphaned and injured
wildlife and to educate the public, and animals continue to come and go,
oblivious to the centerds current
just stay open. Throughout this time the TreeHouse board has persevered,
maintaining stability and strength through hard times. A strong dynamic
exists that keeps the board dedicated and focused toward its goals for the
future despite the challenges that still lie ahead.

Many non -profits like TreeHouse operate primarily through the selfless
efforts of its volunteers. It takes a certain combination of people with
different resources and abilities to successfully operate a non -profit and
flexibility is essential in coordinating those resources. Such organizations
benefit from occasional changes to its personnel to incorporate fresh
experience and new ideas.

While TreeHouse itself remains a constant the TreeHouse family has seen
many transitions throughout the years as volunteer participation fluctuates

in response to the ongoing experiences in their lives apart from TreeHouse.
Members of the TreeHouse community have experienced the loss of loved
ones, and rejoiced in the birth of others. They have faced personal
challenges unique to each and have found joy in celebrations of
graduations, weddings and other achievements and milestones. Some have
expanded their potential to include jobs in addition to TreeHouse, others
have relocated to new homes.

In response to changes that have occurred in recent years the board is
asking for help from its members in a number of areas in order to best
addr ess t he i mmedi at e needs of t he
currently in need of those who have experience in grant writing, public
relations, and marketing. We need people who can help us make connec-
tions and forge relationships that can lead to better partnerships in the
future. Those who would like to help should contact TreeHouse at:
treehousewildlifecenter@gmail.com.

on
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SHORT TAILS by Judy Neiman

HEAD FIRST

Dinner was over and the dishes were done.

The dogs were fed and walked. | was watching

my favorite comedy Two and Half Men. |

really did not want to be disturbed as I

enjoyed the show. However, we got a call

about a man who had struck an owl with his

car. The owl was now stuck head first in the

grill of the car. Okay. Sounds like and

emergency. I 61 | catch the reruns | aterlf. It v
quickly. How the owl was still alive | do not know. | grabbed his talons and
pulled on his head but it would not budge. | asked Jack and the driver to simul-
taneously lift the grill on both sides of the owl. His head popped out, and he
looked around like what the #%%$& happened. | took him to TreeHouse where he
is doing well with no broken bones.

We hope to release him/her back into the wild after some flight training.

BRICK YARD FRUSTRATION

We went on a call about a hawk caught in
a brick yard warehouse. They said he had been sitting on the rafters all day and
woul d not come down. There usually ispot mu
down and fly out the door. We took an|l 1806 n
bird, but the hawk just flew to another rafter. Another poke and he flew to the
floor, whereby he quickly ran in and out of the warehouse paraphernalia. We
finally found him under a | ow |Iying oll t an|
very far, so he ran out of the buildinjg and
were only about a foot or two apart. We could barely see him much less get
bet ween the bricks to catch hi m. The ar en
come out except the way he went in. We waited a very long time for him to come

out but it never happened. Sometimes recues are frustrating and unsuccessful,
and we left disappointed that we were unable to help him.
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A Concert for TreeHouse turned out to be a wonderful event.
We would like to thank:

Erin Schreiber, violinist
Martin Kennedy, pianist

Thank You

Pat Partridge,
Organist/Choirmaster

Clergy and staff of
Christ Church Cathedral.
St. Louis, MO

TreeHouse staff,
volunteers,
friends
& family

Concert Sponsors

Renee Hirshfield,
RPH Communications, LLC,
Advertising and Marketing

Mark & Terri Darr, Wine

Frankie Peltiere, Festive Atmospheres
Floral Arrangement

ConocoPhillips, Wood River Refinery,
Programs
Don & Marti Stone
Programs
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Missy Rung, is a faithful supporter of
TreeHouse, and responsible for
opening, and maintaining a TreeHouse
FACEBOOK account. Missy was the
winner of a silent auction at the
Concert for Wildlife fundraiser event
this past summer and won the
opportunity to release a Great Horned
Owl at Pere Marquette State Park in
November. The release was a success
and a small group watched as the owl
went from tree to tree before soaring

Missy Rung with Great horned Owi high above over the bluffs.

Photo by Lynn Schreiber

ADOPTIONS
Gary & Juliana Giuka adopted Mocha the Short -eared Owil.

Cub Scout Pack 53, Worden, adopted McGwire the Bald Eagle.

Joyce Kellogg, Maroa, adopted an orphaned squirrel.

oBoomer 6 the Barr
a blessing from Canon John
Kilgore during the Feast of St.
Francis, Blessing of the Animals
at Christ Church Cathedral in St.
Louis.

Photo by Timothy K. Hamilton
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REHAB RAMBLINGS by Pam Lippert

Orphaned raptor admissions since the last newsletter are: Six Great Horned
Owls, two Barred Owls, four Screech Owls and five Kestrels. All of these birds
were banded (by Tom May of New Athens) and released.

In addition, seven orphaned Barn Owls
were admitted this year. These birds
came from four different nests, [ §f very
encouraging to see that these lllinois
State endangered species are
starting to reproduce again in lllinois.

Several came from a grain elevator, one
each from a tree cavity, a silo, and a shed.

We have admitted several injured Barred Owls lately, most from collisions with

vehicles fi a couple under unusual circumstances. One flew through the open

back window of a pickup truck, and crashing into the rearview mirror. This bird

has since recovered and been released. Another flew into the side mirror of a

car , then into the open window, fall.i i nto
yet been released.

This bird appeared to be
checking out field guides, along

| with the volunteers who were
trying to identify what
subspecies of juvenile falcon we
had. Tundra Peregrines are an
Artic subspecies fi the palest
and smallest of the other two
subspecies i the Anatum and
Peal eds Peregring

A fracture near the elbow joint
caused by a collision near a West Alton field has rendered this bird
unreleasable. We are hoping to add him to our educational outreach programs.




